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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Liskeard. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rowe  and  Gentlemen, 

The  various  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1960  show  that  in  the  No.  7 
Health  Area,  and  amongst  the  six  District  Councils  which  constitute  it,  there 
is  nothing  to  call  for  special  comment.  The  changes  in  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  have  been  insignificant  amounting  to  no  more  than  a  decrease  of  60  in 
the  Health  Area  figure  which  brought  it  to  50,670.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
the  results  of  the  1961  census,  where  the  methods  of  ascertaining  population 
are  obviously  more  accurate,  and  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  the  estimates 
used  in  the  inter-censal  years. 

In  an  area  where  some  60%  of  the  population  live  in  rural  districts  and 
where  industry  on  any  appreciable  scale  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence  one 
expects  some  drift  away  of  the  younger  sections  of  the  community.  A 
consequence  of  this  is  some  reduction  in  the  proportion  of  young  married 
couples  in  the  population  with  an  inevitable  fall  in  the  life  birth  rate.  This 
disparity  between  the  local  and  national  rate  which  has  been  occurring  for 
some  years  was  again  in  evidence  in  1960  —  the  corrected  rate  being  14.6  per 
1,000  of  population  in  No.  7  Health  Area  as  against  a  national  rate  of  17.1 
per  1,000. 

The  corrected  death  rate  of  11.7  per  1,000  of  population  was  only 
fractionally  above  that  of  England  and  Wales  where  a  rate  of  11.5  per  1,000 
was  returned.  As  in  previous  years  by  far  the  most  common  cause  of  death 
was  some  form  of  heart  disease,  which  accounted  for  43  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  which  took  place.  Second  in  order  of  prevalence,  but  a  good  way 
behind  heart  disease,  was  cancer  which  was  responsible  for  18  per  cent  .of 
the  total.  Of  the  defined  forms  of  cancer  that  affecting  the  lung  and  windpipe 
was  the  most  prevalent  form,  with  the  rate  for  S.E.  Cornwall  closely 
approaching  but  not  equalling  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  usual 
marked  disparity  between  male  and  female  deaths  from  this  cause  was 
evident  with  20  males  as  against  2  females  only  dying  from  this  form  of 
cancer.  Whilst  the  majority  of  informed  opinion  on  possible  causes  for  the 
increased  incidence  of  this  form  of  cancer  still  views  moderate  or  heavy 
consumption  of  cigarettes  over  a  long  period  as  the  most  likely  cause,  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  support  for  the  belief  that  atmospheric  pollution  by 
domestic  and  industrial  smoke  and  by  fumes  from  the  internal  combustion 
engine  may  be  an  important  causal  factor  to  be  taken  into  account.  If  this  is 
so  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  men  are  so  much  more  attacked  by  this 
form  of  cancer  when  it  would  seem  that  both  sexes  are  equally  exposed  to 
general  atmospheric  pollution.  I  think  it  would  be  generally  agreed  that  in 
this  part  of  the  country  the  degree  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  far  less  than 
in  areas  which  are  densely  populated  and  have  manufacturing  industries,  and 
yet  in  this  area  the  death  rate  from  lung  cancer  is  only  very  slightly  below 
the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  which  includes  some  very  heavily  polluted 
areas.  I  do  not  wish  to  discredit  the  line  of  thought  which  seeks  to  incrimin¬ 
ate  atmospheric  pollution  as  a  possible  major  cause  of  this  form  of  cancer, 
but  the  apparent  anomalies  which  I  have  cited  do  suggest  that  the  problem 
will  prove  much  less  easy  of  solution  than  it  appeared  at  first  sight. 
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The  average  age  at  the  time  of  death  —  69  years  for  males,  and  73  years 
for  females  —  was  very  close  to  the  national  figures  for  expectation  of  life 
appearing  in  the  most  recent  official  life  table.  Of  those  who  died  during  1960 
the  proportion  who  at  the  time  of  death  has  reached  or  exceeded  75  years 
of  age  was  48%.  Rates  for  still  births,  and  for  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  (infant  mortality  rate)  were  below  the  national  rates.  There  were 
no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  was  not  heavy  during  1960  when  a 
total  of  274  cases  were  notified  in  the  Health  Area.  The  most  prevalent 
diseases  were  measles,  whooping  cough,  and  scarlet  fever  in  that  order.  Of 
the  more  serious  notifiable  diseases  there  were  3  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  and  2 
of  meningitis.  Of  the  3  cases  of  poliomyelitis  one  caused  some  paralysis  in  a 
12  month  old  child  who  had  received  only  two  injections  of  poliomyelitis 
vaccine  and  was  therefore  not  fully  protected.  The  other  two  were  of  the 
non-paralytic  variety  and  affected  adults  neither  of  whom  had  been  immun¬ 
ised.  There  were  no  deaths  from  these  or  any  other  notifiable  disease  during 
the  year. 

In  recent  months  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  and  of  poliomyelitis  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  have  given  cause  for  considerable  concern.  The  great 
majority  of  children  and  adults  affected  had  not  been  protected  by  immunis¬ 
ation  against  these  diseases.  As  far  as  diphtheria  is  concerned  the  necessary 
protective  inoculations  have  been  available  for  the  past  20  years,  and  it 
cannot  be  said  that  parents  may  not  be  aware  of  this  fact  or  of  the  benefit 
they  afford  by  preventing  diphtheria.  In  spite  of  this  it  has  been  the  sad 
experience  that  there  is  a  general  falling  oft  in  interest  amongst  parents,  and 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  the  proportion  of  children  who  are  protected 
has  sunk  to  below  50%,  with  a  consequently  increased  risk  of  serious  out¬ 
breaks  of  diphtheria.  As  far  as  I  can  ascertain  from  the  records  which  are 
available  to  me  the  position  in  this  part  of  Cornwall  is  much  better  where  it 
is  estimated  that  of  children  born  between  1949  and  1959  inclusive  and  still 
residing  in  the  Health  Area,  some  72%  are  protected  against  diphtheria,  and 
76%  have  had  three  injections  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  Whilst  these  figures 
may  help  to  allay  any  fears  we  may  have  about  serious  outbreaks  of  these 
two  diseases,  they  should  not  be  regarded  in  any  way  as  being  really  satisfac¬ 
tory.  To  achieve  real  peace  of  mind  on  this  matter  we  should  be  aiming  at  a 
figure  of  90%  or  above,  and  the  closer  to  100%  the  greater  will  be  the 
assurance  that  these  diseases  will  not  gain  any  foothold  in  the  community. 

Whilst  on  this  subject  of  immunisation  I  feel  that  I  should  comment  on 
the  relatively  poor  response  to  poliomyelitis  vaccination  amongst  adolescents 
and  adults  up  to  the  age  of  40  years.  Although  poliomyelitis  is  primarily  a 
disease  affecting  children,  it  can  and  does  affect  adults.  It  is  more  than  likely 
that  when  children  have  acquired  immunity  through  vaccination  the  main 
attack  o'f  the  disease  will  shift  to  the  adolescent  and  young  adult  population 
who  lack  this  immunity  and  have  taken  no  steps  to  have  themselves  immun¬ 
ised.  Moreover  the  experience  so  far  with  poliomyelitis  in  the  adult  is  that  it 
tends  to  be  more  severe  than  in  the  child  with  marked  paralysis  which  may 
be  fatal.  The  Salk  type  vaccine  at  present  in  use  gives  very  good  protection 
against  poliomyelitis,  and  the  actual  injection  is  remarkably  free  from  pain 
or  any  unpleasant  after-effects.  I  hope  that  more  people  in  the  15-40  year 
age  group  who  have  not  yet  had  this  protection  will  avail  themselves  of  it  as 
soon  as  possible  by  arrangement  with  the  family  doctor. 

As  far  as  tuberculosis  was  concerned  the  year  1960  was  not  a  particularly 
good  one  in  No.  7  Health  Area.  It  is  true  that  the  total  number  of  cases 
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notified  showed  a  small  reduction  on  the  1959  figure  —  33  cases  as  against 
39  cases  in  1959  —  but  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  respira¬ 
tory  infections  in  1960.  It  is  not  difficult  to  remember  when  the  main  impact 
of  tuberculous  infection  was  on  the  young  adult,  and  it  was  in  this  age  group 
that  one  also  saw  the  tragic  toll  of  life  taken  by  this  disease.  With  the  advent 
in  the  late  1940’s  of  powerful  anti-tuberculosis  drugs  the  lethal  propensities 
of  this  disease  were  dramatically  checked  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now 
uncommon  for  tuberculosis  to  figure  as  a  primary  cause  of  death.  The  new 
drugs  have  also  rendered  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  so  much  more  effective 
that  prolonged  hospitalisation  of  cases  is  no  longer  required.  This  has  had 
the  wholly  desirable  effect  of  making  beds  for  the  admission  and  treatment 
of  newly  discovered  cases  readily  available  in  chest  hospitals  so  that  the 
dangerous  and  frustrating  delays  which  were  the  rule  before  1950  no  longer 
exist.  At  the  same  time  as  the  position  of  the  young  adult  vis-a-vis  tuberculosis 
was  being  improved  a  change  in  the  pattern  of  incidence  of  the  disease 
became  noticeable,  and  we  began  to  see  a  shift  in  incidence  from  the  young 
adult  to  those  in  the  age  group  above  45  years.  This  trend  for  which  1  can 
adduce  no  very  convincing  explanation  continued  during  1960  when  just  over 
half  of  the  newly  notified  cases  were  aged  45  or  over  when  the  disease  was 
discovered.  If  the  reasons  for  the  greater  liability  for  persons  in  or  over 
middle  age  to  contract  tuberculosis  are  not  clear,  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn 
are  more  obvious.  At  the  risk  of  appearing  repetitious  may  I  again  appeal  to 
all  those  in  the  upper  age  groups  not  to  take  any  persistent  chest  complaint 
too  lightly,  or  to  dismiss  it  as  being  “  only  bronchitis  ”  or  “  a  smoker’s 
cough  ”,  but  to  seek  medical  advice.  Unrecognised  and  untreated  disease  is 
almost  always  a  tragedy  for  the  sufferer,  but  in  the  case  of  tuberculosis 
relatives  and  friends  may  well  be  involved  in  the  tragic  consequences. 

In  an  area  where  the  business  of  accommodating  and  catering  for  the 
tourist  and  holidaymaker  is  something  of  a  major  industry,  the  need  for  high 
standards  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food  should  be  obvious  and 
more  particularly  to  those  who  own  or  manage  hotels,  boarding  houses,  and 
catering  establishments.  Officers  of  public  health  departments  are  able  and 
willing  to  advise  on  equipment  and  practices  which  if  used  correctly  and 
conscientiously  will  generally  ensure  that  the  consumer  is  provided  with  food 
which  is  clean  and  free  from  the  risk  of  causing  food  poisoning.  In  the  final 
analysis  the  practice  of  hygienic  methods  in  dealing  with  food  and  the  proper 
use  of  equipment  rests  with  the  individual  employee,  and  this  is  where  the 
seasonal  nature  of  the  catering  industry  in  Cornwall  raises  considerable 
difficulties  through  the  need  to  take  on  at  the  beginning  of  each  summer 
season  considerable  numbers  of  semi-skilled  or  unskilled  workers.  In  the  last 
category  lack  of  skill  is  not  infrequently  allied  with  an  irresponsible  outlook 
and  a  low  level  of  intelligence  which  makes  it  difficult  to  get  such  people  to 
appreciate  the  need  for  good  standards  of  hygiene  in  dealing  with  food. 
Another  factor  which  makes  for  difficulties  is  the  use  of  premises  which  are 
too  small  or  are  in  other  ways  unsuitable  for  the  carrying  on  of  a  catering 
business.  In  such  a  situation  the  understandable  tendency  is  to  devote  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  limited  space  available  to  seating  the  maximum  possible 
number  of  customers  with  the  inevitable  and  unsatisfactory  result  that  the 
space  for  the  storage  and  preparation  of  food,  and  for  the  washing  of 
crockery,  cutlery,  and  cooking  utensils,  and  the  storage  of  garbage  and  kitchen 
waste  may  fall  well  below  the  irreducible  minimum  required  for  the  observ¬ 
ance  of  good  hygienic  standards  in  dealing  with  food.  In  spite  of  the  various 
factors  which  I  have  outlined  as  being  detrimental  to  the  satisfactory  opera¬ 
tion  of  catering  establishments,  the  fact  that  one  case  only  of  food  poisoning 
was  notified  in  the  Health  Area  during  1960,  and  that  no  complaints  from 
members  of  the  general  public  were  received  indicates  that  a  reasonable 
standard  was  achieved  in  hotels,  cafes,  and  other  catering  establishments. 
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The  welfare  of  elderly  people  is  one  of  the  subjects  which  are  a  continu¬ 
ing  cause  of  concern  to  workers  in  the  health  and  social  services.  The  main 
source  of  worry  is  without  doubt  the  difficulty  in  the  provision  and  staffing 
of  suitable  welfare  accommodation  to  keep  pace  with  the  needs  of  the 
increasing  numbers  of  old  folk  who  require  care  and  attention  which  cannot 
otherwise  be  provided  for  them.  There  is  not  only  an  increase  in  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  life,  and  therefore  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  elderly  people  in 
the  community,  but  there  is  also  an  increasing  awareness  amongst  old  persons 
that  the  stigma  attaching  to  the  old  poor  law  relief  and  its  attendant  work- 
house  has  no  place  in  the  modern  welfare  services.  As  a  result  of  this  most 
old  people  are  very  much  more  receptive  to  the  suggestion  that  when  physical 
and  mental  infirmity  have  overtaken  them  to  the  extent  that  they  can  no 
longer  adequately  care  for  themselves,  they  should  enter  an  old  folks  home. 
This  twofold  pressure  of  numbers,  and  greater  willingness  to  use  the  facilities 
provided  has  created  a  situation  in  which  there  is  almost  always  a  waiting 
list  for  places  in  old  persons’  homes. 

The  solution  to  this  problem  of  caring  for  the  elderly  is  going  to  be 
neither  easy  nor  inexpensive.  Up  to  now  most  of  the  accommodation  has 
been  provided  by  adaptation  of  existing  buildings,  e.g.  hotels,  large  houses, 
but  the  number  of  premises  suitably  located  which  can  be  altered  and 
adapted  at  a  reasonable  cost  is  very  limited  and  expansion  in  this  type  of 
welfare  accommodation  may  call  for  new  buildings  designed  and  equipped 
specifically  to  meet  the  needs  of  old  people.  Under  the  present  conditions 
where  the  building  industry  has  more  work  than  it  can  handle  the  cost  of 
providing  this  accommodation  is  likely  to  be  high  and  may  well  delay  the 
expansion  of  this  important  and  very  necessary  social  service. 

An  appreciable  number  of  old  people  live  either  alone  or  with  a  partner 
of  comparable  age  so  that  when  illness  comes  the  problem  of  nursing  and 
general  care  can  present  a  most  acute  and  difficult  problem.  In  the  great 
majority  of  cases  the  only  satisfactory  solution  is  the  rapid  removal  of  the 
sick  person  to  suitable  hospital  accommodation.  Even  in  the  case  of  those 
living  in  old  people’s  homes  the  care  and  treatment  of  illness  other  than  that 
of  a  trivial  and  short-lived  nature  is  beyond  the  resources  of  the  relatively 
small  staff  available  in  these  homes.  Unfortunately  the  number  of  hospital 
beds  catering  for  elderly  and  chronic  sick  is  seldom  able  to  meet  the  demand, 
particularly  in  the  winter  months,  and  delay  in  securing  a  bed  poses  great 
problems  for  all  who  have  to  afford  general  and  nursing  care  to  an  old  person 
who  in  addition  to  being  bedfast  may  suffer  from  some  senile  confusion  and 
be  incontinent.  Add  to  these  difficulties  the  lack  of  amenities  for  cooking, 
bathing,  the  washing  of  clothing  and  bedding,  and  primitive  sanitary  fittings, 
and  it  will  be  appreciated  why  adequate  provision  of  hospital  beds  for  old 
persons  who  fall  ill  is  something  which  calls  for  urgent  consideration.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  position  in  this  part  of  Cornwall  is  substantially  worse 
than  in  many  other  parts  of  the  country  but  this  knowledge  is  of  little 
comfort  when  one  is  confronted  with  the  particular  case  of  an  old  person, 
ill,  helpless,  living  alone,  and  in  desperate  need  of  admission  to  hospital, 
being  told  that  because  of  pressure  on  available  beds  the  best  that  can  be 
offered  is  a  place  on  the  waiting  list. 

I  have  written  in  previous  reports  of  the  comparative  neglect  by  housing 
authorities  of  the  particular  needs  of  the  elderly  in  the  programme  of  re¬ 
housing.  It  therefore  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  very  good  work 
being  done  by  all  the  District  Councils  in  this  Health  Area  in  providing  new 
houses  designed  and  built  specifically  for  occupation  by  old  people.  The 
majority  of  old  persons  who  have  moved  into  these  dwellings  appear  to  like 
them  very  much,  and  appreciate  the  added  comfort  and  amenities  provided. 
I  feel  in  addition  to  making  for  a  happier  old  age  the  provision  of  decent 
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housing  accommodation,  especially  where  a  warden  service  can  be  included, 
may  do  much  to  reduce  the  number  of  places  which  would  otherwise  have  to 
be  provided  at  much  greater  expense  in  welfare  homes  and  establishments. 

When  1  came  to  this  part  of  the  County  of  Cornwall  some  thirteen  years 
ago  the  water  supply  arrangements  over  considerable  areas  were  primitive 
and  unsatisfactory,  and  depended  on  small  local  sources.  Most  of  these  were 
liable  to  pollution,  and  many  of  them  produced  inadequate  supplies  which 
after  a  spell  of  dry  weather  failed  altogether.  Now  the  position  has  improved 
out  of  all  recognition,  and  generally  adequate  supplies  of  wholesome  water 
are  available  in  all  but  the  most  remote  hamlets  and  dwelling  houses.  Apart 
from  the  added  comfort  and  benefit  to  health  which  proper  wafer  supply  and 
sewage  disposal  arrangements  afford,  these  amenities  open  up  better  prospects 
for  new  housing  development,  and  make  the  rehabilitation  and  recondition¬ 
ing  of  older  houses  a  worthwhile  proposition  for  owners. 

During  the  year  most  of  the  activity  in  the  actual  provision  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  took  place  in  the  Liskeard  Rural  District,  where  schemes 
were  in  course  of  construction  in  Menheniot,  Lanreath,  Duloe,  and 
Tredinnick.  In  the  Borough  of  Liskeard  further  engineering  investigations 
into  the  proposed  sewage  disposal  scheme  continued,  but  it  is  as  yet  imposs¬ 
ible  to  forsee  when  work  on  this  scheme  might  commence.  Some  steps  were 
also  taken  in  the  Looe  Urban  District  to  examine  possible  ways  of  dealing 
with  the  very  difficult  and  financially  burdensome  problem  of  providing 
satisfactory  means  of  sewage  disposal  to  replace  the  present  unsatisfactory 
practice  of  discharging  crude  sewage  into  the  river.  In  St.  Germans  Rural 
District,  and  in  the  Borough  of  Saltash  schemes  for  better  sewage  disposal 
were  also  being  examined  during  1960. 

I  cannot  close  this  preface  without  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the 
Members  and  the  Officers  of  the  six  District  Councils  in  the  No.  7  Health 
Area  who  have  given  me  their  encouragement  and  support  in  carrying  out  my 
duties  during  the  year  1960. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  J.  FOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Committee. 

Councillor  J.  D.  Barnecut,  Chairman. 

Councillor  W.  R.  Luffman,  Vice-Chairman. 

Housing  Committee. 

Councillor  S.  Ball,  Chairman. 

Councillor  R.  S.  Barrett,  Vice-Chairman. 

Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

P.  J.  Fox,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Health  Area  Office,  West  Street,  Liskeard.  Telephone — Liskeard  3373. 
G.  Rogers,  M.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I., 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

G.  M.  Lawry,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.I.Hsg., 

Deputy  Public  Health  and  Building  Inspector. 

G.  O.  Cowling,  Assistant  Surveyor, 

Council  Offices,  Luxstowe  House,  Liskeard.  Telephone — Liskeard  2379. 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LISKEARD 


Area  of  Rural  District 

104,803  acres 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate) 

13,810 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

...  ...  ... 

5,297 

Rateable  Value 

£95,108 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

... 

£377 

Vital  Statistics  for  1960 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  births  ...  ...  98 

101 

199 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  population  ....  16.3 

14.6 

17.1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  births  ...  ...  1 

1 

2 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000 

total  births  ...  ...  10.0 

13.6 

19.7 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  ...  ..  ...  81 

93 

174 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Death  rate  per  1.000  of 

population  ...  ...  10.7 

11.7 

11.5 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

1 

one  year  of  age  ...  1 

— 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 

16.8 

21.7 

1,000  live  births  ...  5.0 

7 


Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  All  Ages 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (“stroke”)  ...  19 

Respiratory  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Digestive  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Genito-urinary  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Average  Age  at  Death 

Males  Females 

68  75 

Of  the  defined  forms  of  cancer  that  affecting  the  lung  and  the  windpipe 
was  most  prevalent  and  caused  18  deaths,  with  cancer  of  the  stomach  causing 
5  deaths.  Of  the  7  fatal  accidents,  3  were  due  to  motor  vehicles,  and  4  were 
unrelated  to  the  perils  of  the  road.  Of  those  who  died  during  1960,  exactly 
50%  had  reached  or  passed  the  age  of  75  years  at  the  time  of  death. 

infectious  Disease.  The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  extremely 
light  in  the  Rural  District  during  1961,  when  26  cases  only  were  notified.  The 
only  cases  of  serious  import  were  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis.  Of  these  two 
in  un-immunised  adults  caused  no  paralysis.  The  third  in  a  partially  immun¬ 
ised  one  year  old  child  caused  a  mild  paralysis. 

The  following  are  details  of  actual  numbers  and  case  rates  of  notifiable 
disease  which  occurred  during  1960  : — 

Rates  per  1,000  of  population 


Disease 

Cases 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area 

Pneumonia 

11 

0.80 

0.45 

Scarlet  fever 

6 

0.43 

0.91 

Whooping  cough 

3 

0.22 

1.74 

Measles 

2 

0.14 

2.01 

Non-paralytic  poliomyelitis 

2 

0.14 

0.04 

Paralytic  poliomyelitis 

1 

0.07 

0.02 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

0.07 

0.12 

Tuberculosis.  There  was  a  moderate  decrease  in  the  number  of  new 
cases  of  tuberculosis  notified,  the  total  falling  from  9  cases  in  1959  to  5  cases 
in  the  year  under  review.  All  5  persons  involved  were  adult  males,  and  the 
respiratory  tract  was  affected  in  ail  cases. 

The  following  are  details  of  new  cases,  deaths,  case  rates,  and  mortality 
rates  during  1960  : — 


Age  Group 

New  Cases 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

M. 

0—5 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

— 

— 

25—45 

3 

— 

— 

45—65 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over  ... 

1 

— 

— 

5 


1 


'5. 
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Rates  per  1 ,000  of  population 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No 

New  cases 

0.36 

0.65 

All  known  cases 

4.27 

6.04 

Deaths 

0.07 

0.04 

At  the  end  of  1960  there  were  53  known  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
and  6  known  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  residing  in  the  Rural 
District. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act 
was  called  for  during  1960. 

Water  Supply.  The  great  majority  of  those  who  reside  in  the  Rural 
District  now  enjoy  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  piped  water,  the  only 
exception  being  the  large  village  and  much  of  the  parish  of  Menheniot.  It  is 
hoped  that  when  the  newly  constituted  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  takes 
over  responsibility  for  water  supply  in  April  1961  that  it  will  do  everything 
possible  to  bring  Menheniot  into  the  main  distribution  system  based  on  the 
St.  Cleer  treatment  works. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  Approved  schemes  were  in  course  of 
construction  at  Menheniot,  Lanreath,  Duloe  and  Tredinnick  during  the  year 
and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  brought  into  operation  early  in  1961. 
Proposals  for  schemes  for  Pensilva,  Common  Moor,  Minions,  and  Crows 
Nest  were  put  forward  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  on  these  schemes  might 
commence  before  the  end  of  1961.  There  are  still  many  small  villages  and 
hamlets  where  better  methods  of  sewage  disposal  are  a  necessity  and  where, 
with  the  installation  of  modern  sanitary  fittings  in  houses  now  adequately 
provided  with  water,  the  problem  is  growing  worse  from  year  to  year. 

Food.  The  general  standard  of  food  handling  continued  to  be  reason¬ 
ably  good  during  the  year,  and  owners  and  operators  of  food  premises  were 
co-operative  in  providing  facilities  and  adopting  practices  aimed  at  producing 
clean  food  for  the  general  public. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  1960. 

Factories  Act,  1937  to  1959.  No  difficulties  in  the  administration  of  these 
Acts  were  experienced  during  the  year. 

Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  This  report  by  Mr.  G.  Rogers 
follows.  I  must  again  put  on  record  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Rogers,  to  his  deputy 
Mr.  Lawry,  and  to  Mr.  Cowling  for  the  help  and  ready  co-operation  given  to 
me  during  1960. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Except  possibly  for  a  brief  mention  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1961,  this 
will  be  the  last  in  which  reference  will  be  made  to  the  provision  of  mains 
water,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  mains,  reservoirs  and  pumping  stations  in 
this  Rural  District.  The  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  took  over  control  in 
October  1960,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  Council  would  continue  to  main¬ 
tain  the  service  as  agents  for  the  Board,  until  March  31st,  1961,  and  on  that 
date  all  responsibility  in  this  service  would  cease. 

One  feels  loath  to  give  up  this  work,  having  seen  the  system  developed 
from  its  beginning,  but  there  is  considerable  satisfaction  in  knowing  that, 
except  for  Menheniot,  Bray  Shop,  Linkinhorne  and  Golberdon,  the  whole  of 
this  district  has  available  for  its  use,  a  pure  and  adequate  supply  of  water  for 
domestic,  agricultural  and  horticultural  purposes,  as  well  as  enough  for 
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industry,  if  and  when  needed.  It  can  also  be  said  that  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  mains  with  reservoirs  and  pumping  stations  now  passed  over  to  the 
new  Board  are  new,  or  almost  new,  and  in  a  sound  condition. 

In  making  reference  to  the  need  of  a  better  supply  for  the  village  of 
Menheniot,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  new  Board  has  decided  to  provide 
this  by  extending  the  main  from  Crift  Cottages  to  the  village.  This  work  is 
expected  to  be  completed  during  the  summer  of  1961. 

The  only  public  wells  now  in  use  regularly,  are  those  at  Moorswater, 
Golberdon,  Egypt,  Doddycross.  and  Trenavin.  They  are  all  suspect  and  to  be 
safe,  the  water  should  be  boiled  before  drinking. 

The  Council  having  been  very  progressive  as  regards  the  provision  of 
mains  water  during  recent  years,  has  now  turned  its  attention  to  sewers  and 
treatment  works.  The  fact  that  mains  water  is  now  available  in  most  villages 
and  hamlets,  has  made  this  service  of  paramount  importance.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  section  of  the  report  on  “  Sewerage  ”  many  systems  have  been 
completed  and  others  are  in  hand,  or  nearing  completion.  The  Council  has 
made  clear  its  intention  to  sewer  all  villages  in  its  District  and  as  each  group 
is  completed  another  is  prepared.  Although  desirable,  it  is  obviously  imposs¬ 
ible  to  proceed  with  a  large  number  of  schemes  at  one  time,  and  working  on 
a  “  priority  ”  basis  seerns  to  be  the  most  reasonable  method  of  dealing  with 
this  large  and  extensive  task. 

A  few  private  houses  are  being  built  each  year  but  in  no  part  of  the 
District  has  there  been  any  substantial  development.  Most  of  the  new  private 
dwellings  are  owner  /occupied,  and  little  or  no  effort  is  made,  except  by  the 
Council,  to  supply  the  need  for  tenanted  houses. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  housing  section,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  the  Standard  and  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants.  Owner/ occupiers 
form  a  large  percentage  of  those  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  schemes, 
but  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  many  of  the  larger  Estates  are  bringing  their 
cottages  up  to  the  required  standard  by  this  means.  It  is  hoped  that  the  trend 
will  continue. 


Water  Supply. 

Distribution  Mains  ■ —  Southern  Area.  The  usual  maintenance  of  this 
Section  was  regularly  carried  out  during  the  year.  All  washout  valves  were 
operated  once  every  quarter  and  no  special  attention  was  required.  One  burst 
occurred  in  the  delivery  main  close  to  the  reservoir  above  Lansallos,  and  this 
was  repaired  without  the  wastage  of  any  large  volume  of  water. 

Northern  Area.  During  1960,  final  completion  of  this  Section  was  made. 
Some  minor  faults  occurred  during  the  year  including  the  burning  out  of 
windings  of  one  of  the  motors  at  the  Crows  Nest  pumping  station,  but  the 
supply  of  water  was  maintained  by  use  of  the  second  pump.  The  Section  from 
St.  Cleer  to  Redgate  was  also  completed  by  utilising  existing  cast  iron  pipes 
and  replacing  stoneware  sections  by  new  cast  iron  pipes.  On  two  occasions 
bursts  occurred  in  the  old  pipes  which  drained  water  from  the  reservoir  on 
St.  Cleer  Downs  and  left  insufficient  to  be  pumped  into  the  high  level 
reservoir  on  Caradon.  Repairs  were  carried  out  expeditiously,  but  villages  in 
the  Northern  area  were  short  of  water  for  several  hours. 

St.  Neot.  The  weather  of  the  1960  summer  was  quite  dry  up  to  the 
second  week  of  July,  but  from  that  time  onwards  it  rained  almost  continu¬ 
ously  and  for  that  reason,  the  original  springs  were  adequate  to  serve  the 
needs  of  St.  Neot.  The  work  of  collecting  additional  springs  from  a  source  at 
Hobbs  Park,  proceeded  however  and  the  contract  was  duly  completed.  In  the 
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event  of  any  future  shortage,  it  will  be  possible  to  augment  the  village  supply 
by  opening  a  single  valve  and  still  leave  an  adequate  supply  for  two 
agricultural  holdings  near  the  source. 

Menheniot  Village.  There  was  no  shortage  of  water  at  Trewint,  but  a 
number  of  breakdowns  in  the  electric  pump  occurred 'from  time  to  time,  and 
these  frequently  caused  some  inconvenience  to  consumers.  A  spare  pump 
was  kept  on  hand  at  all  times  so  that  interference  in  supply  should  be  minim¬ 
ised.  The  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  agreed  to  bring  water  to  this  village  by 
extending  the  existing  mains  which  terminate  at  Crift  and  this  is  expected  to 
be  carried  out  during  the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1961. 

Polperro.  A  good  supply  of  water  was  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
although  bursts  did  occur  between  Crumplehorne  and  Hillsview,  as  well  as 
in  the  Landaviddy  area.  A  pressure  reducing  valve  was  fitted  in  this  section 
of  the  main. 

Seaton.  No  water  shortage  throughout  the  year. 

Warleggan.  Adequate  supply  available.  Some  electrical  breakdowns  in 
the  pumping  plant,  but  these  were  remedied  without  delay.  A  chlorination 
plant  was  installed  in  the  pump  house  at  Lower  Thorne,  which  worked  quite 
well  for  the  whole  of  the  year.  The  only  maintenance  required  was  the 
topping  up  of  the  storage  container  from  time  to  time  with  chlorine  solution. 

RiSIa  MiB,  Maders,  Hessemford,  No  Mans  Land  and  Great  Tree.  The 

South  East  Cornwall  Joint  Water  Board  continued  to  supply  these  villages 
adequately,  and  provided  sufficient  water  for  the  needs  of  the  permanent 
residents  as  well  as  campers  in  the  vicinity. 

Merrymeet,  Pengover  and  Crift.  The  water  main  extension  to  serve 
these  villages,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  1959  Annual  Report,  was 
completed  during  1960,  and  an  adequate  supply  at  good  pressure  was  made 
available.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  these  villages,  there  was  no 
longer  any  need  to  carry  water  long  distances  from  the  village  pumps. 
Although  the  population  of  this  particular  area  is  not  great,  it  can  be  said 
that  the  inhabitants  had  to  suffer  greater  inconvenience  as  regards  water 
supply  than  any  other  village  in  the  Rural  District.  Residents  at  Crift.  for 
instance,  had  to  carry  water  for  all  purposes  over  }  mile.  This  is  now 
completely  unnecessary  and  no  part  of  the  Rural  District  is  more  relieved. 

Farm  Water  Supplies.  Although  the  summer  months  were  certainly  wet, 
and  private  farms’  supplies  were  generally  adequate,  many  more  connections 
were  made  to  public  mains.  Where  there  are  no  mains  however,  farmers  have 
to  rely  on  springs,  wells  and  bore-holes.  Before  any  water  may  be  used  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes  where  an  agricultural  grant  is  involved, 
application  is  made  to  the  Council  for  approval.  Copies  of  the  Analyst’s 
reports,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological,  are  provided,  and  an  inspection 
of  the  actual  source  of  supply  is  made.  If  it  is  satisfactory,  the  necessary 
approval  is  given. 

Water  Supply  for  Domestic  Purposes.  Every  encouragement,  as  well  as 
a  certain  amount  of  pressure,  is  given  to  house  owners,  to  induce  them  to 
take  water  from  the  newly  laid  mains.  In  many  cases,  supplies  are  taken 
readily,  and  in  others,  the  fact  that  village  pumps,  wells  and  springs  will  no 
longer  be  maintained,  is  sufficient  inducement  —  especially  where  the  water 
which  had  been  used  was  known  to  be  unfit,  or  at  least,  suspect.  A  consider¬ 
able  number  of  new  connections  were  made,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
continue  until  all,  or  most,  are  receiving  mains  supplies  —  both  safe  and 
adequate. 
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(a)  Quality. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  mains  supply  is  carried  out  at  the  Treatment 
Works,  and  the  quality  is  safeguarded  at  that  point.  A  few  public  wells  are 
still  being  used,  in  villages  where  there  are  no  mains,  and  these  are  mostly 
contaminated  or  suspect.  Samples  have  been  taken  from  varying  sources,  and 
the  results  are  as  follows  : — 


1.  St.  Cleer  ... 

2.  St.  Winnow 

3.  St.  Cleer  ... 

4.  St.  Ive 

5.  St.  Neot  ... 

6.  Linkinhorne 

7.  Menheniot 

8.  Lanteglos  ... 

9.  St.  Winnow 

10.  Lansallos  ... 

1 1 .  Rroadoak  ... 

12.  Pelynt 

13.  Lanreath  ... 

14.  Lanteglos  ... 

15.  St.  Veep  ... 


River  Fowey.  Tap  at  Treatment  Works,  St.  Cleer 
Downs.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Satisfac¬ 
tory.  19.1.60. 

Public  Supply.  1,  Fairy  Cross.  Chemical  Analysis, 
Satisfactory.  21.1.60. 

Tap  at  Darite  C.P.  School.  Bacteriological  Ex¬ 
amination.  Satisfactory.  16.3.60. 

Tap  at  Pensilva  C.P.  School.  Bacteriological 

Examination.  Satisfactory.  16.3.60. 

Tap  at  St.  Neot  C.P.  School.  Bacteriological 
Examination.  Satisfactory.  16.3.60. 

Tap  at  Upton  Cross  C.P.  School.  Bacteriological 
Examination.  Satisfactory.  16.3.60. 

Shallow  Well,  Public  Pump,  Doddycross.  Bacterio¬ 
logical  Examination.  Contaminated.  27.4.60. 
Shallow  Well,  Public  Pump,  Butts  Park,  Carneggan. 
Bacteriological  Examination.  Contaminated. 

2.9.60. 

Bore  Hole,  Fairy  Cross.  Chemical  Analysis. 
Satisfactory.  23.7.60. 

Jago’s  Bungalow,  Crumplehorne,  Polperro. 

Chemical  Analysis.  No  Injurious  Metals. 

27.9.60. 

Braddock  V.A.  School.  Bacteriological  Examina¬ 
tion.  Satisfactory.  24.11.60. 

Pelynt  V.C.  School.  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Satisfactory.  24.11.60. 

Lanreath  V.C.  School.  Bacteriological  Examina¬ 
tion.  Satisfactory.  24.11.60. 

Polruan  C.P.  School.  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Satisfactory.  24.11.60. 

Lerryn  V.A.  School.  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Coliforms  should  be  absent  after  chlorination. 

24.11.60. 


(b)  Quantity. 

The  summer  of  1960  having  such  a  long  wet  spell,  no  case  of  water 
shortage  was  reported  from  any  part  of  the  District.  No  water  had  to  be 
transported  by  tanks  for  any  use  whatsoever. 


(c)  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Twelve  samples  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  the  results  are 
shown  in  section  (a)  of  this  report. 

(d)  Pluinbo  Solvency. 

No  case  of  lead  poisoning  was  reported  and  no  action  has  been  necess¬ 
ary.  The  use  of  copper  and  polythene  pipes  has  taken  the  place  of  lead  in 
almost  all  service  pipes,  for  both  hot  and  cold  supplies. 
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(c)  Contamination  of  Supplies. 

3n  all  cases,  private  supplies  which  are  found  to  be  contaminated, 
owners  are  required  to  provide  adequate  wholesome  water  by  pipes  into  the 
houses.  Where  public  mains  are  available,  a  connection  to  them  would  be 
satisfactory,  and  where  there  are  no  mains,  the  owper  is  advised  to  find 
another  source,  free  from  pollution. 

In  the  case  of  public  wells,  found  polluted,  a  notice  is  placed  in  the 
vicinity,  advising  all  users  to  boil  the  water  before  using  it  for  drinking 
purposes.  Fortunately,  there  are  now  very  few  public  wells  in  the  whole  of 
the  Rural  District  which  have  to  be  used  for  drinking  purposes. 


(f)  Parishes  with  one  or  more  villages  having  a  piped  water  supply. 


Parish 

Population 
of  Parish 

Population 
supplied  to 
houses 

Population 
supplied  by 
standpipes 

Boconnoc 

189 

90 

Nil 

Broadoak 

233 

100 

Nil 

Duloe 

572 

400 

Nil 

Lanreath 

390 

230 

Nil 

Lansallos 

...  1,504 

1,350 

Nil 

Lanteglos 

...  1,234 

1.200 

Nil 

Linkinhorne 

...  1,228 

680 

Nil 

Liskeard 

978 

580 

Nil 

Menheniot 

...  1,073 

400 

20 

Morval 

539 

80 

Nil 

Pelynt 

486 

260 

Nil 

South  Hill 

404 

40 

Nil 

St.  Cleer 

1,616 

1,100 

Nil 

St.  ive 

...  1.158 

800 

Nil 

St.  Keyne 

132 

80 

Nil 

St.  Martin 

427 

230 

Nil 

St.  Neot 

’’’  932 

250 

50 

St.  Pinnock 

339 

100 

Nil 

St.  Veep 

334 

220 

Nil 

St.  Winnow 

365 

80 

Nil 

Warleggan 

189 

100 

Nil 

Sewerage. 

As  indicated  in  the  previous  Annual  Report,  at  the  end  of  1959,  the 
Council  had  commenced  a  Sewerage  Scheme  in  one  village,  and  accepted 
tenders  in  respect  of  three  others.  During  the  current  year  the  work  has 
progressed  to  such  an  extent  that  all  were  nearing  completion  by  December. 

It  is  anticipated  that  these  four  new  systems  will  necessitate  the  Council 
employing  one  additional  man,  in  order  that  the  regular  maintenance  necess¬ 
ary  for  (heir  efficient  operation,  can  be  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  disposal  of  sludge  is  still  viewed  with  considerable  concern.  During 
the  year,  only  one  farmer  has  regularly  made  use  of  it,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  others  will  have  a  change  of  outlook  when  the  schemes  now  in  hand  are 
completed. 

Points  in  connection  with  the  different  sewerage  systems  in  the  district 
are  as  follows  : — 
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Menheniot.  A  new  system  was  commenced  early  in  1960  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  very  near  completion.  The  contract  was  executed  by  Messrs. 
Rowse  &  Sleep,  Ltd.,  Gunnislake,  Cornwall,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
works  will  be  in  operation  early  in  1961. 

Lanreath,  Duloe  and  Tredinnick.  The  new  systems  for  these  three 
villages  each  with  their  independent  sewers  and  sewerage  disposal  systems, 
were  put  in  hand  by  one  Contractor,  Messrs.  Northcott  of  Exeter,  Ltd.,  and 
by  December,  I960,  each  was  well  advanced.  At  all  of  these  villages,  the  new 
system  will  replace  very  defective  sewers  which  had  more  than  unsatisfactory 
outfalls,  so  that,  in  addition  to  the  provision  of  a  much  needed  service,  they 
will  also  obviate  some  very  pungent  nuisances. 

Seaton  Sea  Outfall.  As  in  previous  years,  some  complaints  were  made 
regarding  pollution  on  the  beach.  Investigations  made  at  a  very  low  tide 
showed  that  there  was  evidence  of  sewerage  only  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  mouth  of  the  sewer.  It  was  very  apparent  that  the  sewage  was  quickly 
broken  up  and  taken  away,  and  that  no  nuisance  of  any  description  existed 
on  the  beach. 

PoSperro  Sea  Outfall.  Early  in  the  year,  it  was  found  that  immediately 
beyond  the  breakwater  at  the  harbour  entrance,  the  12"  cast  iron  sewer  had 
been  undermined  and  approximately  30'  was  left  with  no  support.  It.  was 
necessary  to  construct  two  piers  to  ensure  that  no  damage  resulted  to  the 
sewer,  and  the  work  was  completed  without  difficulty. 

As  a  result  of  the  flooding  which  occurred  during  1959,  two  surface  water 
outlets  were  fitted  in  1960.  At  the  same  time  a  4"  unconnected  inlet  was  dis¬ 
covered,  which  was  allowing  stream  water  to  enter  the  sewer.  This  was 
remedied,  and  since  then,  no  further  flooding  has  resulted,  although  it  must 
be  admitted  that  the  condition  most  likely  to  cause  trouble,  i.e.,  a  high  tide, 
occurring  simultaneously  with  the  discharge  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
storm  water  has  not  arisen. 

Potman  Sea  Outfall.  This  system  continued  to  function  quite 
satisfactorily. 

St.  Qeer  Treatment  Works.  These  treatment  works  have  continued  to 
operate  satisfactorily.  One  sample  of  the  effluent  taken  in  August  produced 
the  excellent  report  of  “  B.O.D.  demand  in  five  days  —  4.7  p.p.m  .  and 
suspended  solids  —  6.0  p.p.m.”  These  figures  are  well  within  the  Royal  Com¬ 
mission  recommendations  which  were  20  and  30  respectively. 

Pelynt  Treatment  Works.  The  Council  has  recognised  that  these  works 
are  not  capable  of  efficiently  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  this  village. 
Instructions  have,  therefore,  been  given  to  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
to  prepare  a  scheme  modifying  the  works  to  cope  with  the  present  discharge. 

East  Taphouse.  This  hamlet  is  served  by  a  6"  stoneware  sewer  which 
discharged  into  sludge  settling  pits  situated  in  a  field  below  the  hamlet.  The 
owner  of  the  land  requested  that  the  sewer  outfall  be  carried  to  a  different 
position  in  the  field.  He  was  prepared  to  lay  the  necessary  pipes  if  the 
Council  supplied  them.  This  was  done. 

Dobwalls.  This  system,  now  over  one  year  old,  has  operated  quite 
satisfactorily.  Two  minor  breakdowns  of  very  short  duration  occurred  with 
the  pumping  plants,  but  otherwise,  it  has  operated  very  smoothly.  All 
premises  in  the  village  are  now  connected.  As  with  all  sewerage  schemes  the 
disposal  of  the  sludge  is  an  ever  present  problem. 
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Inadequately  Sewered  Areas.  Jt  will  be  quite  a  few  years  yet  before  it 
will  be  possible  to  report  that  the  district  is  adequately  sewered.  The  very 
scattered  nature  of  it,  and  the  existence  of  numerous  small  hamlets  makes 
the  task  an  almost  impossible  one  from  an  economic  viewpoint.  The  Council 
has  recognised  that  sewers  must  follow  water  supplies,  and  it  was  with  this 
in  mind  that  the  priority  list  of  villages  to  be  served  Was  produced  in  1959. 
Of  that  list,  schemes  for  Pensilva,  Minions,  Common  Moor  and  Crows  Nest 
have  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Minister.  The  Council  will  proceed 
with  the  remaining  six,  i.e.  Upton  Cross,  East  Taphouse,  Highway,  Trewid- 
land,  Widegates  and  Mortha,  as  soon  as  the  progress  of  the  other  schemes 
permit.  No  doubt,  at  the  opportune  time,  a  further  list  will  be  drawn  up,  as 
the  Council  is  fully  conscious  of  the  need  of  this  service  in  their  rural  area. 

Public  Conveniences,  Early  in  the  year,  the  Council  acquired  a  site  for 
Public  Conveniences  at  St.  Saviour’s  Hill,  Polruan  ;  Bodinnick  ;  Crumple- 
horne,  Polperro,  and  Talland.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  new  Conveniences  had 
been  erected  on  two  of  these,  i.e.  Bodinnick  and  Polruan,  whilst  at  Talland 
and  Polperro  the  buildings  were  nearing  completion. 

It  was  decided  that  turnstiles  be  installed  at  Polruan  and  Polperro  where 
it  was  hoped  that  the  greater  number  of  visitors  would  augment  the  income 
derived  to  such  an  extent  that  the  additional  cost  would  soon  be  met.  The 
Council  decided  to  wire  for  electricity  the  existing  Conveniences  at  Seaton 
and  Lerryn,  Tenders  were  accepted  in  March  and  the  work  was  carried  out 
in  the  following  month. 

Before  the  holiday  season  commenced,  the  existing  Conveniences  at 
Polperro,  Polruan,  Seaton  and  Lerryn  were  provided  with  wash-hand  basins, 
soap  dispensers  and  paper  towels.  It  was  most  discouraging  to  find  that  in  a 
very  short  time,  the  soap  dispensers  had  been  damaged  and  the  towels 
scattered  over  the  floor.  In  view  of  this  wanton  damage,  the  Council  regret¬ 
fully  decided  not  to  provide  any  more  of  these  facilities. 

Near  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  general 
need  of  Public  Conveniences  in  some  inland  villages.  The  opinion  of 
members  was  that  six  villages  could  benefit  for  their  provision,  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  sewers  were  provided  in  four  cases,  i.e.,  St.  Cleer,  Menheniot, 
Dobwalls,  and  St.  Neot,  these  be  dealt  with  first,  whilst  the  erection  of  those 
at  Pensilva  and  Upton  Cross  be  deferred  until  sewage  schemes  had  been 
provided.  No  doubt,  the  Council  will  wish  to  give  further  consideration  to 
implementing  these  proposals  in  1961. 

Refuse  Collection.  The  Council  has  continued  its  weekly  collection  from 
the  majority  of  houses  in  the  district,  and  in  order  to  do  so,  it  was  necessary 
to  replace  one  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle.  A  few  isolated  hamlets  have  a  fortnightly 
collection,  whilst  one  or  two  remote  places  are  serviced  monthly.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  scale,  Polperro  and  Polruan,  due  to  their  own  particular 
problems,  enjoy  collections  twice  weekly. 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  Planning  Authority  regarding  the 
appearance  of  the  refuse  tip  at  Lantic  Bay,  Polruan,  which,  it  was  claimed, 
was  a  very  ugly  blot  on  the  otherwise  beautiful  coastline.  The  Council 
agreed  with  this  view,  and  after  considering  several  alternatives  for  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  refuse  from  Polruan,  decided  to  take  it  to  the  dump  at  Bury  Down 
and  dose  that  at  Lantic  Bay.  The  dump  was  first  bulldozed  over  to  cover  as 
much  of  the  refuse  as  possible,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  dump  will 
very  soon  be  not  visible  as  such. 
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Within  the  district  are  many  caravan  sites,  two  of  which  a,re  quite  large, 
and  which  at  their  peak  period,  of  several  weeks  duration,  are  housing  1,000 
people  each.  This  makes  for  an  appreciable  additional  load  on  the  services, 
but,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Camp  Managers,  who  arrange  to  burn  all 
paper,  etc.,  the  problem  is  overcome  and  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  has  three  refuse  tips  in  use,  and  the  big  problem  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  these  is  to  obtain  sufficient  soil  to  keep  the  surfaces  adequately 
covered.  However,  this  has  been  reasonably  coped  with,  and  the  occasional 
employment  of  fore-end  loaders  has  enabled  the  dumps  to  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  Fly  infestation  has  been  kept  under  strict  control  by 
the  frequent  use  of  pressure  sprayers. 

Litter.  The  ever  increasing  holiday  traffic  in  the  area  has  necessitated 
the  provision  of  adequate  litter  receptacles.  The  Cornwall  County  Council 
has  given  considerable  assistance  in  this  respect,  and  have  provided  metal 
receptacles  in  a  great  number  of  their  lay-bys.  The  Council  has  endeavoured 
to  cope  with  all  the  favourite  picnic  spots  adjoining  the  highways,  and 
although  it  cannot  be  claimed  that,  as  a  result,  the  countryside  is  litter  free, 
nevertheless,  the  problem  is  kept  within  very  reasonable  limits. 

Camping  and  Moveable  Dwellings.  In  July,  1960,  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  and  came  into  effect 
on  the  29th  August,  The  Act  conferred  on  Local  Authorities  much  more  effec¬ 
tive  power  for  controlling  Caravan  Sites  and  introduced  a  new  licencing 
system  to  be  administered  by  District  Councils.  Immediately,  considerable 
work  was  involved  in  dealing  with  existing  sites,  which  were  brought  under 
review  by  the  requirement  that  occupiers  must  apply  for  site  licences  before 
29th  October,  3960.  The  Council  was  required  to  give  licences  where  the  sites 
had  specific  Planning  permission  within  two  months  after  application.  It  was, 
therefore,  with  a  matter  of  urgency  that  the  Council  had  to  decide  the  condi¬ 
tions  to  attach  to  the  licences. 

Obviously,  it  was  desirable  that  a  general  standard  be  applied  to  all  sites, 
and  accordingly,  the  Council  adopted  Standard  Conditions  for  Holiday  Sites. 
These  were  based  on  the  Model  Standards  prescribed  by  the  Minister,  with 
certain  alterations.  For  instance,  the  requirement  of  a  shower  or  bath  was 
not  insisted  on,  as  it  was  felt  that  for  holiday  sites  this  was  not  absolutely 
essential,  whereas,  the  provision  of  a  trapped  gully  trap  to  an  approved  out¬ 
fall  under  water  standpipes  was  required.  In  the  case  of  sites  containing  one 
caravan,  it  was  agreed  to  accept  a  chemical  closet. 

During  the  year,  eight  site  licences  were  granted.  The  remainder  of  the 
applications  had  to  be  referred  to  the  Cornwall  County  Council  Planning 
Department.  The  administration  of  the  Act  requires  consultation  between 
the  Local  Authority  and  the  Planning  Authority  and  this  has  been  satisfac¬ 
torily  carried  out  with  the  Eastern  Area  Planning  Officers. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Act  did  not  deal  comprehensively  with  camping 
and  include  the  control  of  tents  within  its  provisions.  The  result  of  this 
omission  which,  one  must  assume,  for  some  reason  was  intentional,  is  that 
most  camping  sites  have  to  be  in  possession  of  two  licences,  one  for  caravans 
under  the  Act,  and  the  other  for  tents  under  the  Public  Flealth  Act,  1936, 
with  varying  standards. 

Camping  each  year  seems  to  continue  its  popularity,  but  the  summer  of 
1960,  which  was  comparatively  wet,  was  not  so  conducive  to  sleeping  out 
under  canvas.  For  this  reason,  the  prevalence  of  roadside  camping  was  not 
so  extensive  as  that  experienced  in  1959. 
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The  Cornwall  County  Council  has,  for  the  past  few  years,  operated  a 
policy  of  “  saturation  ”  as  far  as  Camping  Sites  are  concerned  on  the  coast 
and  for  the  hinterland.  This  has  meant  that  applications  for  new  sites  or 
extension  of  existing  sites  have  been  refused  on  this  policy.  It  is  my  opinion, 
however,  that  the  demand  for  static  holiday  sites  in  this  popular  holiday 
area,  is  clearly  going  to  continue.  From  the  public  hedlth  angle,  if  sufficient 
sites  are  not  made  available,  then  there  is  always  the  danger  of  indiscrimin¬ 
ate  camping  in  fields  and  open  spaces,  where  there  are  no  sanitary  facilities. 
The  policy  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council  must,  therefore,  be  kept  under 
review,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  as  the  public  health  authority,  must 
not  hesitate  to  make  representations  to  the  Planning  Authority  if  they  con¬ 
sider  that  the  existing  sites  do  not  meet  the  demand  for  this  type  of  holiday. 

The  Act  will  require,  in  many  cases,  considerable  expenditure  in  provid¬ 
ing  the  necessary  amenities  and  in  view  of  this,  it  would  only  be  equitable 
that  long  term  or  permanent  planning  permissions  should  be  given. 

During  the  year,  an  additional  toilet  block  was  built  at  Trelawne  Holiday 
Camp  comprising  six  water  closets  ;  8'  urinal  and  three  wash-hand  basins  for 
men  ;  and  three  wash-hand  basins,  six  water  closets  and  a  sink  for  females. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  Camping  Sites  is  an  important  part  of 
our  work,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  task  can  be  appreciated  when  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  in  August  there  were  some  1,800  people  residing  in  one  camp 
alone. 

Rodent  Control,  Work  continued  in  the  treatment  of  infestations  in 
farms,  private  houses,  refuse  dumps,  and  sewers,  etc. 

There  has  not  been  the  number  of  enquiries  from  farmers  as  was 
originally  anticipated,  but,  nevertheless,  a  number  of  farms  were  treated 
during  the  year  under  review.  Undoubtedly,  many  farmers  are  purchasing 
Warfarin  and  carrying  out  rodent  control  themselves.  In  many  cases,  1  am 
sure  that  the  methods  used  are  unsatisfactory,  because  the  layman  so  often 
puts  down  poison  in  an  odd  store  or  barn  and  hopes  for  the  best,  whereas 
it  is  far  more  important  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  to  find  out  exactly 
where  the  rats  nest  and  breed.  By  so  doing,  baiting  can  be  carried  out  in  the 
most  effective  positions.  Ready  mixed  poisons  are  often  used,  allowed  to 
become  stale,  and  actually  produce  an  effect  which  makes  the  rat  “  poison 
prejudiced  ”  and  therefore  much  more  difficult  to  deal  with. 

In  the  past  two  years,  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
rodent  population,  particularly  in  banks  and  hedges  where  they  take  over 
disused  rabbit  holes.  Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  refuse  dumps,  and  by 
so  doing,  the  rats  are  kept  under  control. 

Food, 

1.  Meat  Inspection.  Slaughterhouses.  The  majority  of  meat  consumed 
in  the  Rural  District  was  obtained  from  the  abattoir  situated  within  the 
Liskeard  Borough.  A  limited  amount  of  slaughtering  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  at  the  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  at  Lerryn.  Details  were  as 
follows  : — 

Inspections  :  Condemnations  : 

30  pigs  Nil 

2  sheep  Nil 

During  the  year,  the  Council  submitted  a  report  to  the  Minister  of 

Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  as  required  by  Section  3(1)  of  the  Slaughter¬ 
house  Act,  1958.  The  various  interested  local  and  national  organisations  were 
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consulted  and  there  was  general  agreement  that  the  existing  arrangements, 
whereby  meat  consumed  in  the  district  was  obtained  from  the  Liskeard 
abattoir  had  operated  very  satisfactorily.  The  Council  therefore  resolved  that 
there  is  no  present  or  probable  future  need  for  private  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Liskeard  Rural  District.  With  regard  to  the  one  existing  licensed  slaughter¬ 
house,  it  was  reported  that  both  the  owner  and  the  local  authority  considered 
it  impractical  to  carry  out  the  improvements  and  extensions  that  would  be 
required.  The  report  was  accepted  by  the  Minister,  who  appointed  1st  January, 
1961,  as  the  date  when  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations  and  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  would  be  wholly 
in  force  in  the  district. 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  fifteen  butchers’  shops,  and  on  each 
occasion,  meat  exposed  for  sale  was  examined. 

Three  licences  were  granted  to  slaughtermen  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals 
in  slaughterhouses. 

2.  (i)  Food  Premises  in  the  Rural  District. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Hotels  and  Guest  Houses 
School  Canteens 
Public  Houses 
Clubs 

General  Grocers’  Shops 
Butchers’  Shops 
Bake  Houses 
Confectionery  Shops  ... 

Greengrocers 

(ii)  Registered  Food  Premises, 

(a)  Section  15  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  . .  ...  89 

Sale  of  other  Food  Preparations  ...  ...  7 

(h)  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-54. 

Number  of  Dairies  Registered  ..  .  .  11 

Number  of  Registrations  for  Distributor  of 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

3.  Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises, 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

During  the  year,  two  applications  were  received  for  registration  of 
premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  In  each  case,  the  premises  complied  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  registrations  were 
granted. 

In  1960  the  new  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Dealers’  Licences  were  granted 
in  addition  to  the  renewal  of  the  54  Dealers’  and  Supplementary  Licences 
which  were  in  force  in  1959.  Three  samples  of  pasteurised  and  three  of 
tuberculin  tested  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  in  each  case,  the  statutory  test  was  satisfied.  In  addition  one  milk 
sample  was  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  following  a 
case  of  brucella  abortis  in  a  farm.  The  sample  was  found  to  be  completely 
free  of  contamination. 
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Condemned  Pood.  The  disposal  of  condemned  food  is  carried  out  by 
burying  at  the  Council’s  refuse  dump.  Tinned  foods  are  first  punctured  and 
all  food  treated  with  a  solution  of  fiuoresan  before  burying. 

Examination  of  Food.  Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  various  retail 
food  premises  and  general  examinations  made  of  food1  exposed  for  sale. 

Condemnation  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  6  tins  of  grapefruit 
and  54  lbs.  of  shoulder  ham.  Generally,  however,  condemnation  certificates 
are  not  required  as  the  wholesalers  are  prepared  to  credit  retailers  without 
this  formality. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-52.  There  are  no 
manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district,  but,  as  indicated  above,  there 
are  89  premises  from  which  it  is  sold  to  the  general  public.  Thirty-nine 
samples  were  taken  from  premises  for  examination  by  the  methylene  blue 
test,  and  the  results  are  as  follows  : — 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 
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The  results  were  again  very  disappointing  when  regard  is  given  to  the 
proportion  of  samples  failing  within  the  Grades  3  and  4.  In  fact,  the  results 
are  even  worse  than  it  might  appear,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  low  grad¬ 
ings  are  confined  to  loose  ice  cream.  Second  samples  taken  of  this  commodity 
showed  the  same  results.  Visits  were  made  to  the  vendors  and  the  necessity 
for  frequent  cleaning  and  sterilisation  of  servers  was  stressed.  It  is,  of  course, 
possible  that  contamination  could  have  taken  place  during  the  manufacturing 
process,  and  in  each  case,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  of  the  district  where 
the  plant  was  situated  was  notified.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  general  public 
appear  to  demand  “  loose  ”  ice  cream,  when,  from  a  public  health  aspect  the 
wrapped  commodity  is  so  much  to  be  preferred. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960,  It  is  difficult  to  add  to  what  has  been 
said  in  previous  reports  about  the  importance  of  food  hygiene.  One  can  only 
repeat  the  necessity  of  frequent  routine  visits,  which,  although  often,  do  not 
show  any  spectacular  results,  nevertheless  maintain  a  standard  which  in  many 
cases  would  not  otherwise  exist.  The  fact  that  there  has  again  been  no 
reported  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district,  gives  considerable  satisfaction. 

No  particular  educational  activity  was  undertaken  during  the  year,  and 
in  a  district  such  as  this,  routine  visits  are  the  most  practical  way  of  achiev¬ 
ing  results.  The  following  work  was  carried  out  to  food  premises. 

1 .  Walls  plastered,  new  ceiling  fixed  and  wash-hand  basin 
installed  in  bakehouse  premises  at  Polperro. 

2.  Constant  supply  of  hot  water  installed  in  four  retail  food 
shops. 

3.  Walls  of  tw'o  cafe  kitchens  lined  and  premises  decorated. 
Wash-hand  basins  and  hot  water  installed  in  one  cafe. 

Kitchen  enlarged,  walls  replastered,  new  floor  fixed,  and 
sink  unit  installed  in  one  cafe. 

Two  premises  converted  into  cafes  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations. 

The  walls  of  one  school  canteen  were  replastered  and  sinks 
and  wash-hand  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water  installed. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1937.  During  the  year, 
routine  visits  were  made  to  the  three  premises  licenced  to  operate  plant  and 
equipment  for  boiling  waste  foods. 

School  Sanitation.  During  the  year  new  water  closet  suites  were 
installed  at  Menheniot  school  to  replace  the  existing  insanitary  trough  closets. 
Water  closets  and  septic  tank  drainage  were  installed  at  Upton  Cross  school. 

Licensed  Premises.  Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  various  licensed 
premises  in  the  district.  In  one  case  a  new  gents’  water  closet  and  urinal  was 
installed. 


Housing. 


1.  Council  Housing. 

Polperro,  Lansallos 
Menheniot 


Lerryn,  St.  Winnow 
St.  Neot 


2  one  bedroomed  bungalows. 
2  one  bedroomed  bungalows. 
2  two  bedroomed  bungalows. 
2  three  bedroomed  houses. 

2  one  bedroomed  bungalows. 
4  two  bedroomed  houses. 


The  following  dwellings  were  erected  in  1960  : 


2.  Private  Housing.  Nineteen  dwellings  were  completed,  as  follows  : — 


Parish  of  Lansallos  —  4 

Lanteglos  —  2 

Liskeard  —  3 

Menheniot  —  1 

Morval  —  1 

Pelynt  —  1 

St.  Martins  —  4 

St.  Neot  —  1 

St.  Pinnock  —  1 

St.  Veep  —  1 


3.  Reconditioning  and  Modernisation  of  Existing  Houses.  During  1960, 
the  Council  continued  to  allocate  grants  under  the  Discretionary  Grants 
Scheme,  and  details  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  applications 

were  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Completion 

Certificates  were  issued  ...  ...  ...  35 

Total  approved  expenditure  ...  £26,663.  10.  0. 

Total  amount  of  grants  made  £11,488.  0.  0. 

The  following  Standard  Grants  were  also  dealt  with  : — 


Number  of  applications  received  —  dwellings  ...  40 

Number  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  40- 

Total  amount  of  grants  made  ...  ...  ...£3,967 

Number  of  Schemes  completed  during  the  year  ...  35 


The  number  of  reconditioning  schemes  received  for  Discretionary  Grant 
aid  was  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  due,  in  some 
respect  to  the  fact  that  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  Standard  Grant 
Scheme,  whereby  assistance  can  be  obtained  for  provision  of  amenities  with¬ 
out  having  to  comply  with  the  twelve  point  standards.  Undoubtedly,  the 
Standard  Grant  is  of  considerable  value  in  that  many  dwellings  with  a  useful 
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life  can  be  equipped  with  a  bathroom,  whereas  previously,  the  stringent 
conditions  of  the  Discretionary  Grant  made  it  impossible,  in  many  cases,  for 
assistance  to  be  obtained. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  a  kitchen  sink  was  not  made  a  standard  amenity 
for  grant  aid,  as  many  isolated  cottages  are  still  without  it.  and  have  to 
provide  it  at  the  same  time  as  the  other  amenities  are  installed.  The  isolated 
cottage  owner  is  also  penalised  in  ihat  he  has  to  incur  the  extra  expense  of 
constructing  a  septic  tank  to  deal  with  his  drainage.  It  seems,  therefore,  that 
there  is  a  strong  case  for  a  septic  tank  being  classified  as  an  additional  item 
eligible  for  a  fixed  sum  grant. 

Very  often  there  is  a  reluctance  to  provide  a  ventilated  larder  where 
refrigerators  are  available.  In  fact,  applicants  generally  only  provide  this 
because  they  have  to  in  order  to  obtain  a  grant  on  the  other  amenities.  With 
so  much  food  either  canned  or  pre-packed,  and  with  the  increase  in  domestic 
refrigerators,  one  wonders  whether  a  larder  is  so  necessary.  So  often  it 
presents  difficulty  in  providing  it  in  a  suitable  position  in  existing  dwellings. 

In  addition  to  reconditioning  with  the  aid  of  grants,  major  reconstruc¬ 
tion  work  was  carried  out  to  10  dwellings  in  the  district.  The  extent  of  the 
work  was  such  as  to  save  the  dwellings  as  units  of  accommodation.  During 
the  year,  approved  reconditioning  work  was  carried  out  to  6  dwellings  which 
were  subject  to  Undertakings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  In 
each  case,  the  Undertaking  was  withdrawn  by  the  Council. 

4.  Slum  Clearance.  From  1955,  up  to  the  end  of  1960,  I  have  reported 
to  the  Council  on  121  premises.  Undertakings  not  to  use  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  were  accepted  during  the  year  in  respect  of  5  houses.  One  demolition 
order  was  made.  Nine  families  were  re-housed  in  Council  houses  from  slum 
dwellings. 

At  the  end  of  the  year.  Council  dwellings  were  in  course  of  construction 
at  Tremar  Coombe,  Rilla  Mill,  No  Mans  Land  and  Bodinnick,  and  the 
intention  is  that  some  of  these  will  be  for  the  purpose  of  re-housing  from 
slum  dwellings. 

5.  Housing  Management.  By  the  end  of  1960,  the  number  of  houses, 
owned  by  the  Council  totalled  556.  It  was  decided  to  continue  with  the  policy 
of  improving  the  older  houses  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants.  These 
grants  ensured  that  all  the  houses  treated,  would  possess  water  closets,  baths, 
wash-hand  basins,  hot  water  systems,  fuel  bunkers,  and  concrete  paving.  The 
number  of  houses  thus  improved  was  17. 

Following  the  completion  of  water  mains  in  various  parts  of  the  district, 
it  was  possible  to  connect  some  of  the  Council’s  estates  to  them.  Seven 
different  sites,  comprising  a  total  of  48  houses  were  so  connected. 

Routine  inspections  in  connection  with  change  of  tenancies  and  repairs 
were  regularly  carried  out  and  the  benefit  of  having  a  small  direct  labour 
force  has  been  in  evidence  throughout  the  year.  At  the  same  time,  95  houses 
have  been  externally  repainted  by  private  contractors. 

6.  Drainage  to  Private  Premises.  During  the  year,  119  houses  were 
provided  with  drains.  Of  these,  47  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers, 
and  72  were  laid  to  septic  tank  systems.  This  necessitated  a  total  of  9,185  ft. 
being  tested  and  examined  before  they  could  be  covered  in. 

As  was  anticipated  in  the  previous  Annual  Report,  pitch  fibre  nines  have 
become  increasingly  popular,  and  it  would  seem  that  within  a  few  years, 
they  will  be  very  extensively  used,  particularly  as  a  complete  range  of  specials 
are  now  manufactured. 
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7.  Public  Health  Control  of  New  Buildings.  Building  control  has  again 
occupied  much  time  in  the  examination  of  plans  and  the  inspection  of  work 
in  progress.  There  has  been  considerable  activity  in  the  district  in  connection 
with  the  alteration  and  extension  of  existing  cottages.  During  the  year,  288 
plans  were  examined  and  approved  by  the  Council,  and  of  these,  24  were  in 
respect  of  new  dwellings. 

It  is  difficult  to  stress  too  much  the  importance  of  inspections  of  building 
work  at  the  various  stages,  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Building  Byelaws. 
Apart  from  preventing  sub-standard  building,  this  control  provides  for  a 
minimum  standard  of  construction,  and  as  such,  affords  the  general  public 
with  protection  against  sub-standard  construction. 

Petroleum  Regulations.  My  Department  is  responsible  for  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  these  Regulations  in  the  District,  All  existing  installations  are 
inspected  before  licences  are  renewed,  and  all  new  installations  are  visited  at 
various  stages  of  the  positioning  of  the  tanks,  and  the  erection  of  the  pumps. 
The  tanks  and  pipelines  are  subjected  to  an  air  test  of  10  lbs.  per  sq.  inch. 
These  new  installations  have  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Home  Office 
Code  including,  in  the  case  of  electrically  operated  petroleum  service  tanks, 
compliance  with  the  Code  in  respect  of  associated  electrical  equipment. 
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APPENDIX  1. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death — -AH  Ages — 1960 


St. 

Health 

Germans  Liskeard  Saltash  Torpoint  Liskeard 

Looe 

Area 

Disease 

R.D. 

R.D. 

M.B. 

U.D. 

M.B. 

U.D. 

No.  7 

Heart  disease 

79 

76 

40 

16 

55 

22 

288 

Cancer  (all  sites)... 
Vascular  lesions  of 

35 

32 

17 

13 

11 

To 

118 

the  nervous 
system  (‘stroke’). 

_ 

19 

36 

4 

12 

7 

88 

Respiratory  disease 

10 

7 

6 

6 

5 

7 

41 

Circulatory  disease 

11 

3 

6 

1 

3 

3 

25 

Digestive  disease... 

7 

2 

4 

— 

2 

17 

Accidents  . 

Genito-urinary 

4 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

*16 

disease  . 

5 

4 

3 

1 

2 

— 

13 

Suicide  . 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

7 

*  Includes  5  motor  vehicle  accidents. 


APPENDIX  2. 

Types  of  Heart  Disease  and  Cancer  Causing  Death  —  1960 

St.  Health 

Type  of  Germans  Liskeard  Saltash  Torpoint  Liskeard  Looe  Area 


Disease 

R.D. 

R.D. 

M.B. 

U.D. 

M.B. 

U.D. 

No.  7 

Coronary  disease, 
angina  . . 

39 

17 

18 

8 

11 

8 

101 

Hypertension  with 
heart  disease  ... 

7 

6 

3 

3 

4 

23 

Other  heart  disease 

33 

53 

19 

8 

41 

10 

164 

Cancer  of  lung  and 
bronchus 

4 

8 

5 

3 

2 

22 

Cancer  of  stomach 

4 

5 

3 

4 

1 

3 

20 

Cancer  of  breast... 

5 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Cancer  of  uterus... 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

Other  cancers 

19 

15 

7 

6 

7 

6 

60 

APPENDIX  3. 
Deaths  by  Age  Groups 

—  1960 

0-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

65-75 

75  years 

All 

District 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

&  over 

Ages 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

...  5 

1 

1 

43 

58 

86 

194 

Liskeard  R.D.  ... 

1 

1 

8 

34 

43 

87 

174 

Saltash  M.B.  ... 

...  3 

— 

3 

12 

31 

48 

97 

Torpoint  U.D.  . . . 

i 

•  •  •  i— 

— 

5 

16 

15 

16 

54 

Liskeard  M.B.  ... 

1 

— 

2 

15 

21 

54 

93 

Looe  U.D. 

— 

— 

2 

9 

17 

28 

56 

Health  Area  No.  7 

...  12 

2 

21 

129 

185 

319 

668 
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APPENDIX  4. 

Average  Age  at  Death —  1960 

District 

Males 

Females 

St.  Germans  R.D.  . . 

69 

71 

Liskeard  R.D. 

68 

75 

Saltash  M.B . 

69 

75 

Torpoint  U.D. 

63 

63 

Liskeard  M.B. 

72 

77 

Looe  U.D . 

71 

74 

Health  Area  No.  7  . . 

69 

73 

APPENDIX  5. 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Deaths  in  Health  Area  No.  7  —  i960 


Age  Group 

New  Cases 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

0—5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 1  5  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

15 — 25  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 45  years 

8 

5 

— 

— 

45 — 65  years 

6 

2 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

8 

I 

1 

1 

Totals 

24 

9 

1 

1 

Males 

Females 

Total 

New  cases  rate  per  1,000 
of  population . 

0.47 

0.18 

0.65 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  of 
population  . 

0.02 

0.02 

0.04 

Case  Rates  and  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  of  Population 
in  the  Six  County  Districts  in  Health  Area  No.  7  —  1960 


All  known  Cases 


District 

New  Cases 

at  31.12.60 

Deaths 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

0.90 

6.37 

— 

Liskeard  R.D. 

0.36 

4.27 

.07 

Saltash  M.B. 

0.68 

6.35 

— 

Torpoint  U.D.  ... 

0.83 

7.69 

— 

Liskeard  M.B.  .  . 

0.93 

7.71 

0.23 

Looe  U.D. 

— 

6.04 

— 

Health  Area  No.  7 

0.65 

6.04 

0.04 

Cornwall  County 

0.53 

7.06 

0.06 

24 


APPENDIX  6. 


Cancer  of  (he  Lung  and  Bronchus 
Deaths  by  Age  Groups  and  Sexes — 1960 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

1 5 — 45  years 

1 

45 — 55  years 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years 

8 

— 

65 — 75  years 

6 

2 

75  years  and  over 

5 

— 

All  ages . 

...  20 

2 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  —  1960 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Health  Area  No.  7  ... 

0.395 

0.039 

0.434 

Cornwall  County 

0.283 

0.047 

0.330 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0.413 

0.068 

0.481 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 


This  table  is  enclosed  by  a  request  of  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  indicate 
to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  the  prescribed  particulars  which  are  required 
by  Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  to  be  furnished  in  their  Annual 
Reports  with  respect  to  matters  under  Parts  1  and  VIII  of  that  Act  which  are 
administered  by  the  District  Council.  This  table,  which  is  not  intended  to 
supersede  the  fuller  statement  which  is  desirable  in  the  text  of  the  Report, 
should  be  attached  as  an  annex  to  the  Report. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  Year  1960  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Liskeard  in  the  County  of  Cornwall. 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  on 

Premises  Register 

(1)  (2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 

to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities!  . 

35 

38 

1 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

58 

41 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority!  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises). 

46 

46 

1 

Nil 

Total  ... 

139 

145 

2 

Nil 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found  Number  of 

- - — -  cases 

Referred  in  which 

- — - prosecutions 

To  H.M,  By  ELM.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  cleanliness 


(S.l) . 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2)... 
Unreasonable 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

temperature  (S.3)... 
Inadequate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ventilation  (S.4)  ... 
Ineffective  drainage 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

defective 
(c)  Not  separate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

relating  to  Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

t  To  prevent  any  differences  between  the  lists  kept  respectively  by  the  Local 
Authorities  and  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  of  the  numbers  of  factories 
in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  are  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities,  it  is  requested  that  Local  Authorities  should  compare 
their  lists  of  factories  with  the  lists  kept  by  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories. 

t  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103(1)),  Institutions  (Section  104)  and  sites 
of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections 
107  and  108). 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

No  outwork  under  these  Sections  of  the  Act  is  undertaken 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Liskeard. 
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